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THE TORCH AWARD  

ñLet the word go forth from 

this time and place, to friend 

and foe alike, that the torch 

has been passed to a new 

generation of Americansð

born in this century, 

tempered by war, disciplined 

by a hard and bitter peace, 

proud of our ancient 

heritageðand unwilling to 

witness or permit the slow 

undoing of those human 

rights to which this Nation 

has always been committed, 

and to which we are 

committed today at home and 

around the world.ò  

ïJohn F. Kennedy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 

first ever ENCORE TORCH 

AWARD was presented to 

Congressman Rubén 

Hinojosa for his efforts in the 

advancement in education in 

the Rio Grande Valley in the 

fall of 2009. Dr. Roland 

Arriola, President of the 

Texas Valley Communities 

Foundation, presented the 

award. The TORCH 

AWARD symbolizes  

 

 

 

a guiding light, per se, that 

leads us into brave new  

world where higher education 

is the norm -who better to 

receive such an award than a 

public servant who has 

devoted his career to such a 

cause.  

 

The Congressman stated, 

ñItôs such a wonderful 

surprise to see so many 

familiar faces at this 

reception, and I humbly 

accept the Torch Award that 

you all have given me. Iôd 

like to externalize that as 

Congressman of this region, I 

represent all the people, over 

600 thousand people, I am 

their voice, I try to do the 

best possible for your 

children and grandchildren to 

have a better quality of life 

that many of us have had.ò 

 

Leaders of the community 

composed the audience; from 

State Representative 

Veronica Gonzales to 

Edinburg CISD 

Superintendent Dr. Rene 

Gutierrez, the event was truly 

a celebration of education. 

Dr. Arriola stated that this 

reception is an example of 

support for all the funds the 

Congressman has struggled 

to find in order for students 

of the Rio Grande Valley to 

attend college. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENCORE 

CAM PS DOCUMENTARY  

Recently, some of the 

ENCORE CAMPS were 

filmed in a 16:9 digital 

format to highlight several 

students and their 

experiences

at 

the different camps. From 

College Readiness Day, to 

Robotics Day and 

finally to CSI 

Forensics Day, 

the short film 

will show how 

ENCORE truly inspires 

young minds and achieves 

their goal of developing a 

college going culture in the 

Rio Grande Valley. The short 

documentary, approximately 

15 minutes in length, will be 

airing on KATS TV, the 

Edinburg Consolidated 

Independent 

School District 

television 

station. There 

will also be a 

streamlined 

version for 

internet found 

on genencore.org that 

runs for 6 minutes.            
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The videography and the 

editing was done by Oscar 

Garza, a LoneStar Emmy 

Award winning television 

producer.  

 

CONGRESSMAN 

RUBEN HINOJOSA 

JOINS 

VALLEY SCHOLARSHIP  

PROGRAMS 

TO KICKOFF  

SOS INITIATIVE  

U.S. Rep. Rubén Hinojosa 

(TX-15) along with Texas 

Valley Communities 

Foundation (TVCOF) and its 

ENCORE Program kicked 

off the Sign On for 

Scholarships (SOS) 

initiative Monday, 

March 1, 2010 at 

the TVCOF 

offices. 

SOS is a program 

that alerts students about 

upcoming deadlines to 

complete their applications 

for federal financial aid and 

other scholarship 

opportunities for college 

entrance. 

"Throughout my entire 

Congressional career, I have 

dedicated my time and effort 

to making higher education 

more accessible and 

affordable for our students," 

said Hinojosa. 

Educational programs 

participating are Gear Up, 

VAMOS, STARS and 

ENCORE. These educational 

programs are joining forces 

in order to get the word out to 

students and their parents on 

what scholastic opportunities 

are available. 

Hinojosa added, "Making 

sure students know where to 

go and who to talk to about 

finding ways to get into 

college is so important."Our 

students cannot afford 

anymore missed 

opportunities to receive 

higher education." 

During the event, 

representatives of STARS, 

VAMOS and Edinburg CISD 

talked to students and parents 

about scholarship 

opportunities and financial 

aid programs including the 

application requirements and 

submission deadlines. 

The SOS initiative event will 

be part of the agenda for the 

ENCORE Coalition for 

College Readiness to ensure 

all students and parents are 

aware of all available funding 

opportunities to obtain a 

college education. 

BOEING ENCOURAGES 

EDINBURG CISD 

TO GO THE DISTANCE  
by Emi Zuñiga 
If you had been 

through the 

halls of any 

Edinburg CISD middle 

school campus on Thursday 

October 1 2009, you would 

think rock stars had invaded 

the district. Eighth graders 

were in line 

waiting 

anxiously 

while the buzz 

of their 

excited 

chatter filled 

the air. They 

were all 

waiting patiently to 

have a chance of getting their 

posters autographed and to 

take advantage of the 

opportunity to ask for advice 

on how to make it in the 

business. So who were these 

superstars able to get the 

attention of 

hundreds of 

eighth 

graders? It 

was none 

other than 

the amazing 

engineers, 

scientists and business 

executives from the BOEING 

Company. 

ENCORE was pleased to 

work with the people at 

Boeing to bring them to 

Edinburg CISD. People from 

all facets of the company 

took the time to give back to 

the community by inspiring 

our children. When 

discussing why inspiring 

students outside her home 

community of West Los 

Angeles was important, Mina 

Martinez commented on how 

when volunteering we need 

to understand it's not 

just us anymore. We are 

all part of a global 
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society now and these 

children are our future. They 

will be the doctors, research 

scientists, and engineers 

when we retire; "It's our 

obligation to insure they're 

ready for the challenge." 

Various members of the 

Boeing family from 

Engineering to 

Subcontracts Managers were 

here doing two things: 

Inspiring our youth and 

answering their questions. 

The students were eager to 

ask questions and find out 

what it takes to be an 

Engineer or Scientist 

including questions on their 

college experiences and how 

they paid for it. During a 

meeting between the Boeing 

representatives, College 

Readiness Coordinator 

Arminda Martinez, and Texas 

Valley Communities 

Foundation, they discussed 

aspects of the visit which 

they enjoyed the most. Arturo 

Rosales, Boeing Executive, 

who is the first in his family 

to attend college, is in charge 

of several outreach programs 

for Latino students. Arturo's 

approach to reach the 

students was great because he 

let them know that his 

neighborhood was like theirs, 

and that he didn't grow up 

rich or privileged 

but he still 

went to the esteemed 

Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology and received his 

Bachelor of Science degree in 

Aeronautical and 

Astronautical engineering 

and Master of Science 

degree. 

Senior Scientist Peter 

Jupiter and Patricia 

Miyoshi a Financial 

Planning Analyst for 

Boeing Spoke with the 

students at BL Garza 

Middle School and shared not 

only their experiences but 

there wisdom as well. 

"Students, all of you can 

achieve anything that you 

want in life. You just have to 

work hard and stay focused 

to accomplish it," Dr. Jupiter 

told middle school students. 

Dr. Jupiter told the students 

how he worked in a gas 

station to be able to afford to 

go to college and he admits 

that it was worth it every step 

of the way. 

Patricia Miyoshi inspired 

them by saying "Students, 

create a goals poster with 

pictures and put it in your 

room's wall. This will remind 

you everyday what your 

immediate goals in life are. 

This exercise really helps you 

achieve those goals" Every 

student who got a poster 

signed had it addressed to 

them with the title that they 

wish to receive, one student 

said "It makes me feel like 

I can accomplish anything 

I set my mind 

to. I 

mean if 

these 

people 

from Boeing took the time to 

come talk to us and they have 

similar backgrounds as us, 

then it makes me realize that 

I can be where they are 

someday." 

At Brewster Middle School, 

young girls were amazed that 

Rosy Rodriguez subcontracts 

manager for Boeing has so 

much contact with the 

satellites in her position and 

travels all over the world. "I 

just got back from Germany 

where I had to oversee the 

construction of the dishes that 

go on the satellite I am in 

charge of. I had to know what 

they cost on average to make 

sure I negotiate a good and 

fair price for our 

client," Ms. 

Rodriguez told 

the group of 

Eighth 

graders. 

"To see a girl in a position of 

power is cool and makes me 

think I can do it too," said 

one girl after getting her 

Boeing Satellite poster signed 

by Ms. Rodriguez. "Without 

her the satellite couldn't be 

built and that's pretty cool." 

All the students were greatly 

inspired and so was the 

Edinburg CISD 

administration, "We are 

grateful that you took the 

time to come and talk to our 

students 


